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Introduction

Under the Health and Safety at Work Act,
1974 and other subsequent legislation the
employer is responsible for the provision of
a safe working environment, appropriate
safety equipment and instruction, training
and information on the safe use of plant,
equipment and materials necessary for the
job.

The employee has an obligation to make
proper use of the safety equipment
provided and to act upon the information
and training given to ensure his own safety
and that of others who may be affected by
his acts or omissions.

It is worth making the point that failure to
comply with these requirements could result
in prosecution for employer and/or
employee. It is, therefore, in the long term
interest of all those involved in the industry
to promote and encourage safe working
practices at all stages of operation.

Safety Policy and Safety

Procedures

All companies must have a written safety
policy available to employees and factory
inspectors.

Where materials used or produced are
classified as Hazardous to Health under the
COSHH Regulations 1988, companies are

required to take further steps of
assessment, control measures and
monitoring. Such information is also

required to be passed onto employees and
others who may be affected.

It is recommended that companies have laid
down procedures for dealing with
emergencies, e.g. what to do in case of a
large spillage of fluid, or what to do in case
of fire, etc.

The wuse of safety equipment and
procedures for operating equipment safely
should be clearly defined so that in the
event of an accident there can be no
argument, for example, as to whether or not
safety equipment should have been worn.

Storage and Handling of Fluids
and Powders

Provided the materials are stored and
handled in the correct manner, damp-
proofing chemicals do not present a hazard
either to the user or the client. Read and
make sure you

under ¢

instructions. If Health and Safety information
is not provided, ask for it. The supplier is
legally obliged to provide such information
on request. Ensure that operatives
understand the safety information and carry
it out.

Flammable Liquids

Organic solvent borne DPC fluids are
flammable and appropriate precautions
should be taken with regard to storage and
handling.

As a general rule storage of flammable
liquids should be in a secure store separate
from occupied property and provision
should be made to contain spillage, e.g. a
lip at the door threshold.

The provision of adequate fire extinguishers
in the vicinity of the store, in vans and on
site is essential. On no account should
water extinguishers be used on a solvent
fire. Dry powder or vapour type (CO2 or

BCF) extinguishers are suitable for most
situations but the latter type should not be
used on a liquid solvent fire because of the
possibility of spreading the flames due to
the force of the gas. Do not smoke when

handling flammable liquids (see also
installation).
Non Flammable Liquids and

Creams

These are alkaline, and classed as
corrosive or irritant when supplied as
concentrates.

Powders (Injection Mortar)

These are mixtures which include a large
proportion of Portland Cement, and should
be stored and handled in the same way as
Portland Cement. In particular contact with
skin and eyes should be avoided and
protective clothing worn. Any contact
should be rinsed with water liberally.

Decanting and Diluting

If fluids are to be decanted from large
containers to smaller ones or, in the case of
concentrates, the dilution is made up in a
container other than the one in which it was
supplied, the new container must be
correctly labelled with the nature of the
contents, the appropriate hazard warning
label and an address for emergencies. An
unlabelled container can be a serious
hazard or at least cause a considerable
amount of inconvenience to the emergency
services who may be called to deal with it.
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Ingestion

Damp-proofing chemicals should not be
swallowed. In case of accidental ingestion:-
Drink plenty of water,

Seek medical advice,

Do not induce vomiting.

Skin Contact

Solvent will remove natural oils from the
skin, resulting in reddening and cracking
with the risk of dermatitis.

Highly alkaline water based products are
corrosive and therefore damaging to the
skin.

It is important to avoid contact with DPC
materials by wearing gloves when handling,
diluting or injecting products (see
Installation).

Wash hands and splashes from the skin
after use and before eating and drinking.

Eye Contact
Solvent borne fluids may cause temporary
irritation.  Highly alkaline materials, e.g.
siliconates, injection mortar, can seriously
damage the eye.

All splashes in the eyes should be treated
promptly by flushing with clean water.
Always seek medical advice.

Always wear eye protection when using
chemical DPC fluids.

Transportation

When transporting fluids and equipment
always make sure that the load is secure to
avoid spillage of fluids.

Do not overload the vehicle.

Drilling and Installation

The installers should take all necessary
precaution to safeguard their own health
and that of the house occupants,
neighbours and domestic animals during
and after the installation of the damp-proof
course.

Electrical equipment used on building sites
should operate from a 110v supply. Regular
checks should be carried out to ensure the
electrical and mechanical safety of the
equipment used. Electrical equipment
should not be operated in wet conditions.



When drilling or injecting, eye protection
must be worn. In addition special attention
must be made to limit the technicians
exposure to vibration during the drilling
process.

Pressure seals on injection nozzles used
for injection should be checked regularly
and replaced as part of a regular
maintenance program or whenever repairs
are considered necessary by the installing
operator.

When flammable liquids are being used
smoking or the use of other naked flames
within the property must be prohibited, e.g.
heaters, cookers, fires, pilot lights, etc. Full
ventilation should be provided to avoid the
accumulation of vapour pockets. Fires
should not be used in the property for at
least 48 hours after treatment. Notices to
this effect should be left on site.

Before commencing drilling the location of
any gas, electricity or water services within
the walls to be treated should be identified
and precautions taken to avoid these.

If there is a reason to believe that rubber or
PVC cable may be present in the wall
without the protection of conduit this must
be removed before treatment with solvent
based products. Where there is a possibility
of vapour diffusing into adjacent working
areas or properties the occupants should
be advised and the same procedures with
regard to ventilation and restrictions on use
of fires applied.

Disposal of Containers

The residue from silicone or stearate fluids
after reaction with moisture is
nonhazardous but solvent residues in
containers are, as are the residues from
siliconate drums.

Do not contaminate ponds, rivers or other
waterways with residues from chemical
DPC materials since they may be harmful
to fish or plant life.

Containers for disposal should be rinsed
out thoroughly with water, drained
thoroughly and preferably punctured so
they cannot be re-used.

Protection of Property

Whilst not a safety matter as such, attention
is drawn to Section 4.5.2. of the BWPDA
Code of Practice for the installation of
Chemical Dampcourse dealing with
possible effects of fluids on membranes,
carpets, etc.

and

Sources of Information

Advice

Property Care Association
Health and Safety Executive
Local Fire Officer

Local Authority

Some Relevant Publications
Health & Safety at Work etc Act 1974

The Control of Substances Hazardous to
Health Regulations 1994

The Personal Protective Equipment at Work
Regulations1992

The Management of Health and Safety at
Work Regulations 1992

The Provisions and Use of Work Equipment
Regulations 1992

HAVS Regulations 2005

The Workplace (Health, Safety and
Welfare) Regulations 1992
The Manual Handling Operations
Regulations1992
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The information contained in this leaflet is
given in good faith and believed to be
correct. However, it must be stressed that
of necessity it is of a general nature.

The precise condition may alter in each
individual case and the Association is
therefore unable to accept responsibility for
any loss howsoever arising from the use of
the information contained herein.
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For further information contact:

Property Care Association
Lakeview Court

Ermine business Park
Huntingdon

Cambs

PE29 6XR

Tel: 0870 121 6737

Fax: 01480 417587

Email: pca@propety-care.org
Web: www.property-care.org

The Property Care Association
incorporating BWPDA is a company
limited by Guarantee: Registered No.
5596488 England
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