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BS 8102:2022 
– clause 6.5 –
Buried Decks

Strong preference for 
reinforced concrete substrates

Falls are required

Ideally fully bonded 
waterproofing

Drainage provided directly 
above the waterproofing



What’s so hard about that?

RC Deck

Cast to falls

Fully bonded waterproofing

Drainage on waterproofing



Who’s design 
lead?

• Structural engineer

• Architect

• Landscape architect



Who’s package is it in?





Piling 
contractor



Concrete 
frame 

contractor



Brickwork 
contractor



Civils 
contractor



Façade 
contractor



Landscaping 
contractor



A waterproofing designer 
should be appointed



Achieving falls





Defect location 
≠ ingress 
location





Conclusions

• The waterproofing designer SHOULD BE APPOINTED during RIBA 
Stage 3

• Achieving falls is the challenge

• Site reality & Quality Assurance is critical to success.
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