
PCA Annual Conference, 23 June 2015 

The Møller Centre, Cambridge 
 

This year the PCA is taking its 85th annual event to Cambridge, with the Conference 
taking place at The Møller Centre. We are starting the day with a packed Conference, 
followed by the PCA and GPT AGM and rounding off a great day with the PCA Best 
Practice Awards Dinner. 

 

Peter Wilson, Director of the Wood Studio Forest Products Research Institute at 
Edinburgh Napier University which focuses on the creative use of timber in architecture, 
design and construction of buildings and structures. The key objective of the Wood 
Studio is to promote the use of timber and timber products with the more creative 
sector of the market, with an emphasis on architects and designers. Peter’s lecture 
focuses on the ‘Impact of Timber Innovation on Future Property Care’. Specifically 
looking at the development of engineered wood construction in new and different 

forms, including using engineered timber in the manufacture of large and complex buildings.  
 

Max Wade is Technical Director (Ecology) at AECOM based in Cambridge and has over 20 
years of professional ecological experience, specialising in environmental protection and the 
management of a wide range of habitats, endangered species and ecosystems with an 
emphasis on plant ecology.  Max has advised various clients and government on a range of 
issues including risk assessments for pathways and species, alien invasive species 
management and the distribution and spread of aquatic flora, the latter while Professor of 
Ecology at the University of Hertfordshire.  More recently Max has been supporting the PCA 
in developing a professional and evidence based approach to Japanese Knotweed and other 
invasive weeds. Max’s presentation is titled ‘Pushing back the invasion - Industry is showing 
that it holds the key to controlling the threat from invasive plants’. 
  

Brian Ridout has built a reputation as an independent consultant specialising in the 
scientific assessment of timber decay and other damp related problems in historic 
buildings and important structures. He promotes a philosophy that steers away from 
what he sees as damage caused by unnecessary or incautious remedial treatments 
and the use of chemical preservatives. In his lecture – ‘Remedial Treatments and 
Heritage Conservation – A clash of approaches’ – Brian has promised to challenge 
some of the commonly accepted conventions in respect to rots and wood destroying 
insects and the biocide’s used to treat them. He will consider some of the basic 
conceptions about the spread and characteristics of timber destroying fungi and look 

questioningly at some of the ways we diagnose and tackle insect infestation in the built environment. This highly 
anticipated presentation will no doubt be challenging, informative and will undoubtedly provoke thought and debate.  
 

Dr. Dirk Lukowsky started his career as a finish carpenter, eventually qualifying as a 
master cabinetmaker. After ten years spent learning his craft, he studied wood science 
and technology at the University of Hamburg and earned his Ph.D. with a thesis on the 
protection of wood with melamine resins. Since 1999, he has worked at the Fraunhofer 
Institute for Wood Research (WKI) in Brunswick, where he specializes in failure analysis 
and wood protection. Dirk’s presentation, titled ‘Failure Analysis of Wood and Wood 
based Products’, describes strategies and simple but powerful techniques to document 
and analyse failures like fractures, cracks, delamination and discoloration.  

To reserve your place at this exciting event, complete the booking form 
overleaf and send back to the PCA! 



 

Booking Form 

The Møller Centre  
23 June 2015 

 
 

 
 

Company Name: 
 

 

FEES: 
PCA Conference:  
 
Non-member 
rate£60 + VAT 
 
 

 
 
Name(s) of attendee(s):   

PCA Conference  
£60 + VAT 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

Subtotal  £  

+ VAT @ 20%  £  

Total to pay  £  

 

How to pay:  Please make cheques payable to ‘The Property Care Association’ and return with your completed booking form 
to: Property Care Association, 11 Ramsay Court, Kingfisher Way, Hinchingbrooke Business Park, Huntingdon, PE29 6FY. To 

make payment by card, please contact the PCA HQ on 0844 375 4301.  Credit card payments are subject to a 2% surcharge. To 
pay by BACS our account details are: 

Sort code: 20-43-63  Acc. No: 70522619  Property Care Association. 
 

Places are not confirmed until payment is made. 
 

Please let us know if you have any special dietary requirements or special access needs. 
 

Parking: 
There is plenty of free parking at The Møller Center. 

Accommodation: 
We have obtained preferential rates with the following: The Møller Center rooms are priced at £107 + VAT for a double room 
(£20 +VAT supplement for double occupancy ). The Murray Edwards College rooms are priced at £70 + VAT for a single room. 

There are a limited number of rooms available at this discounted rate, so early booking is advisable. To book your room please 
email Jessica.Edwards@chu.cam.ac.uk and state that you are making a booking for the 'PCA Event'. Other nearby hotels 

include Hotel Felix and Premier Inn North Cambridge (Girton Road), to book these please contact the hotels directly. We do 
not have preferential rates with either of these hotels. 

 

mailto:Jessica.Edwards@chu.cam.ac.uk
http://www.hotelfelix.co.uk/?utm_source=Weekly+Email+Newsletter&utm_campaign=199150cbd1-PCA_Weekly_Newsletter_17_4_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e45e5e8991-199150cbd1-134591609
http://www.premierinn.com/en/hotel/CAMTRA/cambridge-north-girton?cid=KNC_Brn_G_UK_UK_Eng_Enc_LO_Cambridge_EX&mckv=s9vMsMmH5_dc|pcrid|43006915059|kword|premier%20inn%20girton|match|e|plid|&gclid=CKHUrMiY_cQCFZQZtAodgx8AiQ

